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April 22, 1994
UM SELECTS NEW LEGAL COUNSEL 
MISSOULA -
David Aronofsky, a Washington, D.C., attorney with extensive experience in education law, 
has been named legal counsel for The University of Montana, President George Dennison 
announced Friday, April 22.
Aronofsky, selected from among five finalists who visited UM for interviews earlier this 
spring, will start work at UM by July 1. He will replace former UM Counsel Joan Newman, who 
resigned effective March 31.
"I’m really excited about coming to The University of Montana," said Aronofsky, an 
attorney at the Washington law firm Arent, Fox, Kintner, Plotkin & Kahn. "There are centers of 
excellence all over that campus that make it a very attractive place to be."
The restructuring of the Montana University System, scheduled to take effect July 1, will 
present "an unusually interesting challenge," he said, and he looks forward to being part of that 
effort.
The University’s location also played a role in his decision, he said, noting, "Missoula’s a 
nice city to raise a family in. ... I find the people in Montana to be among the friendliest in the 
country." His wife and two daughters are also enthusiastic about coming to Missoula, he said.
Aronofsky’s experience includes serving as legal counsel for higher education associations 
and institutions; serving as lead counsel in campus governance and academic freedom litigation;
-more-
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preparing a desegregation plan involving two public universities; and serving as general counsel for 
a national organization concerned with education and access rights for people with disabilities.
Aronofsky was a Fulbright Scholar in Chile in 1990, providing technical assistance for that 
nation’s new congress and designing a law school legislation course and clinic. Before he became 
a lawyer, he served two years in Chile as a Peace Corps volunteer working on varied higher 
education planning and administrative projects. He holds a law degree from the University of 
Texas, a doctorate in higher education from Florida State University, a master’s degree in 
counseling from Southern Methodist University and a bachelor’s degree in education from the 
University of Texas.
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Contact: David Aronofsky, 1-202-857-6054.
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